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Arktos is a Flemish Centre of Excellence for children and youths from 6 
to 25 years old, for whom connection at school, work and society 
seems less obvious. Nevertheless, we see a strength in each of them. 
By connecting them to themselves and their environment, we want to 
strengthen their talents and skills, in all possible areas of life.

Furthermore, we support parents, schools, partners and authorities in 
providing a framework fot these children and youths. We also make 
sure our critical optimism is heard by policy makers, wherever 
necessary or desirable.
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1963 NISP: National Institute for Social Advancement

Focus on chances for young workers

1979 NCAV: National Centre for General Education

Focus on chances for unemployed young people

1994 ARKTOS: ‘Arktos’ means ‘The North’

Focus on social vulnerability and opportunities for development for 
youths
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- History

- Partnerships (part time learning, integration service, special child 
and youth services, preventive services, … )

- Supplementary training, literature, study, practical training, …

- Trial and error

- Securing the approaches that work, critically rethinking what 
doesn’t.
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… About boats and motorcycles

- Youth work in disadvantaged neighbourhoods

- Old stockings factory becomes social residential building with youth 
work

- Refurbishing an inland waterway vessel into a youth centre

- Youths start a mororcycle workshop
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Why does this workshop 
only work within the 
framework of a youth 
centre, but not at all within 
the framework of a school?
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CONTACT
Dirk De Rijdt
Arktos Vlaams-Brabant
Glasblazerijstraat 57
3000 Leuven
Belgium

+32 473 73 08 76
dderijdt@arktos.be

facebook.com/arktosvzw


