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“A tin of beans has more
freedom to travel the
world than a person

does”

May 2015, Claire Melamed. http://www.odi.org/comment/9538-migration-capitalism-immigration-
trade-freedoms



http://www.odi.org/comment/9538-migration-capitalism-immigration-trade-freedoms

Structure of Presentation
1. The Mess we're in
2. Migrants in the EU

3. Global Apartheid

4. One Possible Solution
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Migrants? Refugees?

In the Cold War context—for the West, refugees
like Vietnamese boat people, Romanians,
Czechoslovakians, all viewed as victims of
communism, able to make a claim (at that time

olitically acceptable) to enter and settle, on

umanitarian grounds, not because of economic
or labour needs of the host country. They became
migrant workers in any case.

Fox, Jon E., Laura Morosanu, and Eszter Szilassy. "The racialization of the new
European migration to the UK." Sociology (2012)



Forced Migrants to Migrant Workers




Migrants or Refugees?

“...the policy distinction between refugee
and migrant is in many ways an artificial
construction”

My Suggestion: separating people in these 2
categories across the EU weakens BOTH rights of
migrant workers and rights of refugees.

From: Katy Long When refugees stopped being migrants: Movement, labour and humanitarian
protection, Migration Studies, 1(1): 4-26, p. 8:
ttp://migration.oxfordjournals.org/content/1/1/4.full.pdf+html



http://migration.oxfordjournals.org/content/1/1/4.full.pdf+html

Migrants? Refugees?

All need same things — secure livelihood,
decent work, family life, citizenship, welfare.

All need the basic rights trade unions
struggle to protect, as well as dignity, respect
and a decent life.



EU Crisis is a crisis of Migration and
Refugee Policy

http://www.bbc.com/news/34241575

This shows that it is no picnic to be an
asylum migrant. Nobody who does not
have to does this.


http://www.bbc.com/news/34241575

They too will be ran

workers one ¢



Migrants in the EU




www.migrantas.org
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Migrant's job

Wir sind das Wir




Labour Migrants inside EU

”Eur0||oe has built a fortress around itself to protect itself from
‘illegal” immigration from the South” (1)

And for migrants inside the Fortress — 2 apects:

- PARADOX OF FREE MOVEMENT pressure to move when it is
not allowed; once it is allowed, pressure reduced since migrants
can COME AND GO (esp. in Schengen)

- new forms of xenophobia and racism arise in politics, media,
across EU. Migrant issues part of workers’ claims to rights, but
also see rise of reactive nationalisms in sending countries...

- (1) PHiLIPPE REKACEWICZ, OCTOBER 2013, LE MONDE DIPLOMATIQUE,
http://mondediplo.com/blogs/mapping-europe-s-war-on-immigration



http://mondediplo.com/blogs/mapping-europe-s-war-on-immigration
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Only & month into
this year, we had
already counted over
a hundred deaths
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Labour Migrants inside EU

‘Post-communist’ countries citizens
formerly accepted as refugees during
Cold War, later suffered as migrants, and
came to be ‘racialized’, with references
to numbers, ‘flooding’, crime, diseases
and even taking jobs of European
beggars!

Sources:
From: Katy Long When refugees stopped being migrants: Movement, labour and humanitarian

protection, Migration Studies, 1(1): 4-26, p. 20:
ttp://migration.oxfordjournals.org/content/1/1/4 full.pdf+html



http://migration.oxfordjournals.org/content/1/1/4.full.pdf+html

Migration & Racism pre-EU

“The British approach to
immigration control has at times
relied on identifying both racially
desirable and undesirable migrants.
Before the Second World War, East
European Jews were excluded on
racialized grounds”

Fox et al, 2012: 3.



Migration and Racism within EU

Racism

Antisemitism
Romaphobia/Anti-Gypsyism
Islamophobia

Homophobia

Xenophobia

Disablism

Terrorism

Nationalism and Fascism

Are all forces that limit labour migrants’ rights in general



Labour Migrants inside EU

Somewhat similar that Bulgarians and Romanians post-Cold
War in UK especially but also some other countries were:

“...symbolically denuded of their whiteness by an immigration
policy that refused to recognize them as full Europeans with
the associated rights (and colour) such a status would have
otherwise availed them”,

Fox, Jon E., Laura Morosanu, and Eszter Szilassy. "The racialization of the new European migration to

the UK." Sociology (2012): 0038038511425558.



Labour Migrants inside EU

No wonder that:

“According to Eurostat data
agency 96 per cent of
Romanian migrants to EU
countries choose destinations
other than the UK” |
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Migration and Securitisation

Today “we are....told...it is reasonable and acceptable to
discriminate for our own good...in the interests of
national security...[alongside]...better policies of
‘integration”

BUT “...it is now important to ask what it means to
demand that immizrants and minorities integrate into
societies that see them as potential threats to their

people’s security”

Lentin, Alana (2005) “Racism, Antisemitism, Xenophobia and Intolerance Today”, in
Committed to Making a Difference, Symposium Report, Ingried Ramberg, Council of
Europe, pp. 27-37, quote pp. 30-31.



Global Apartheid







People and Things

“While things are increasingly
free to move around the world,
the opposite is true for people”

May 2015, Claire Melamed. http://www.odi.org/comment/9538-migration-capitalism-
immigration-trade-freedoms



http://www.odi.org/comment/9538-migration-capitalism-immigration-trade-freedoms

Migrant Workers and Deportation

2014- 161 309 third-country nationals deported
to countries outside EU, similar number in 2013.

UK the largest number of returns (36 313)
Greece effected returns 2014, especially

Albanians.

Migrant workers affected as well as failed
asylum seekers — the two are not separate
except legally and in policy terms (not in reality)

Frontex report 2014, p. 7.



Migreurop report 2010, p. 39

"Shape-shifting and multi-functional...camps,
like the new...walls of shame, are a symptom
of an evil which did not disappear with the fall
of the Berlin Wall: the privileging of...national
[?] interest over respect for human rights”,



Dying

At the Gates of Europe =

W Europe’s frontline ‘pre-frontier’
W Border of the Schengen Area

0 Europe’s ‘post-frontier’: (internment
® ¢ camps inside Schengen boundaries,

] informal or open migrant camps dutsidn
Schengen area) o
- Eurepean Union
Buffer Zone T e e

Red circle sizes are proportional
to the number of dead

Atlantic
Ocean

Gibraltar
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Migration & Apartheid

Like colonial surveillance, today’s strategy
is to screen entire groups of people out of
entitlements and benefits, enforcing
unequal life chances, this time in the hope
of preventing future cross-border
movements...except for those defined as
highly skilled expats, desired migrants

Operates inside and outside the EU
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Europe at the center of a walled world

Parap
g

“Fortified” territories:
(Very repressive laws intended to
prevent the arrival of immigrants)

AL Borderprotection measures along the
frontiers of “fortified” territories: walls,
fences, barriers, electronic and thermal 3
surveillance, military and police checkpoints

LEr g

Buffer zones: military, police

and technical collaboration to

inhibit migratory movements

“Secondary fronts of fortification™: 7
protectionistimmigration policies

Internal fortification: limits and controls

on internal migration (quota, severe f l{
regulations, roundups and forced repatriations) Q/o‘-‘




Migration - Apartheid - Containment

containment, = those various
interventions and technologies that

seek to restrict or manage the
circulation of incomplete and hence

potentially threatening life, or return
it from whence it came”.

Mark Duffield (2008) “Global Civil War: The Non-Insured, International Containment and Post-Interventionary
Society”, Journal of Refugee Studies Vol. 21, No. 2: 145-165, p. 146.






4.

One possible
solution




Open ALL EU Borders & Allow Work

= smuggling rackets will no longer make profits

= traffickers less impunity re. undocumented
= helps trade unions, lawyers protect workers rights
= migrants can enter but also leave and later return

= helps promote training, work, savings, family life



Open ALL EU Borders & Allow Work

= Non-EU migrants would stop being locked in

= across refugees-migrants distinction more solidarity
= more labour circulatory migration and life-cycle

= reduces cost for EU States of ILO Convention
(Migrant Workers and their Families)

Need global solutions for global problems
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s-war-on-immigration

http://blog.mondediplo.net/2014-03-28-Mourir-aux-portes-de-l-Europe

http://www.odi.org/comment/9488-migration-priority-development-aid-sdgs

Mark Duffield (2008) “Global Civil War: The Non-Insured, International Containment and Post-Interventionary
Society”, Journal of Refugee Studies Vol. 21, No. 2: 145-165, p. 154).
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State of Exception”, in Truong and Gasper (eds) Transnational Migration and Human Security, Springer.

Fox, Jon E., Laura Morosanu, and Eszter Szilassy. "The racialization of the new European migration to the
UK." Sociology (2012).


http://www.odi.org/comment/9538-migration-capitalism-immigration-trade-freedoms
http://mondediplo.com/blogs/mapping-europe-s-war-on-immigration
http://blog.mondediplo.net/2014-03-28-Mourir-aux-portes-de-l-Europe
http://www.odi.org/comment/9488-migration-priority-development-aid-sdgs
http://migration.oxfordjournals.org/content/1/1/4.full.pdf+html
https://www.opendemocracy.net/opensecurity/nils-mui%C5%BEnieks/crisis-in-mediterranean-europe-must-change-course

